CHIPPENHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  — 1910. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  district  is  17,885,  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  4,427,  with  an 
average  of  4*04  per  house.  The  total  number  of  births  is  409,  giving  a rate  of  22*8  against  the  average 
for  the  past  year  of  22*30.  The  death  total  is  217  equal  to  a rate  of  12*13,  of  these,  38  cases  were  under 
one  year  of  age,  which  gives  an  infantile  rate  of  92*9  per  1000  births.  The  average  for  the  past  10  years 
is,  infant  death  rate  90*2,  general  death  rate  13*8  per  1000.  There  were  21  deaths  in  public  institutions 
aud  6 non-residents  registered  in  public  institutions.  In  the  Chippenham  district  103  births  have  been 
registered,  44  deaths,  7 being  under  one  year  of  age.  In  the  Corsham  district  there  were  163  births,  91 
deaths,  16  being  under  one  year  of  age.  In  the  Castle  Combe  district  there  were  76  births,  53  deaths,  5 
being  under  one  year  of  age  ; and  in  the  Christian  Malford  district  there  were  67  births,  31  deaths,  10 
being  under  one  year  of  age.  The  net  number  of  deaths  in  the  districts  are  219,  equal  to  a rate  of  12*24 
per  1000,  compared  with  the  following  years  1901,  219  deaths,  rate  12*2  ; 1902,  252  deaths  ; rate  14*9  ; 
1903,  229  deaths,  rate  12*8  ; 1904,  267  deaths,  rate  14*9  ; 1905,  231  deaths,  rate  12*8  ; 1906,  200  deaths, 
rate  11*1  ; 1907,  253  deaths,  rate  14*14 ; 1908,  225  deaths,  rate  12*58  ; 1909,  deaths  257,  rate  14*36. 

The  causes  of  death  were  Measles  1,  Diphtheria  6,  Epidemic  Influenza  4,  Enteritis  2,  Gastritis  2, 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  17,  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  2,  Cancer  17,  Bronchitis  22,  Pneu- 
monia 6,  Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver  1,  Premature  birth  9,  Heart  Disease  22,  Accidents  3,  all 
other  causes  105.  The  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — Diphtheria 
(including  Membranous  Croup)  36,  Erysipelas  7,  Scarlet  Fever  8,  Tuberculosis  10,  a total  of  61. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Tables  I have  just  read  to  you  are  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  they  con- 
tain such  accurate  details  of  the  vital  statistics  that  little  is  left  for  me  to  dilate  upon.  I submit  my  report 
on  rather  different  lines,  according  to  instructions  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Physical  features  of  District,  General  condition  of  population.  Chief  occupations,  and  their 
influence  on  the  public  health.  The  district  is  composed  of  small  towns  and  populous  villages.  It  is  gener- 
ally hilly,  and  in  parts  well  wooded.  There  are  some  streams  running  through  including  the  River  Avon, 
which  supply  drinking  water  for  cattle.  The  surface  soil  is  either  loam  or  gravel,  overlaying  cornbrash 
or  Oxford  clay.  The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  principally  husbandry  ; the  only  manufactory  being 
paper  at  Slaughterford,  brushes  at  Corsham,  and  the  great  stone  works  at  Box.  None  of  these  occupa- 
tions affect  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

House  Accommodation.  Sufficiency  of  open  air  spaces  about  houses  and  cleanliness  of  surround, 
ings.  What  supervisions  over  erection  of  new  houses  ; what  action  has  the  Council  taken  under  the 
Housing  Act. 

The  house  accommodation  is  sufficient  for  the  inhabitants,  indeed,  in  two  parishes  I know  of  several 
houses  being  vacant,  but  the  rents  are  high  near  the  towns,  especially  so  at  Chippenham  and  Corsham. 
Several  new  cottages  have  been  erected  on  farms  for  the  convenience  of  the  labourers  working  on  these 
farms.  New  houses  are  inspected  by  your  Surveyor  before  occupation,  38  houses  were  so  inspected  last 
year.  No  action  has  been  taken  or  needed  under  section  1,  2 and  3 of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Class  Act. 

Water  Supply.  Its  source,  nature  and  sufficiency.  Your  district  is  not  naturally  well  supplied 
with  water  suitable  for  drinking  purposes.  For  many  years  past  private  and  public  supplies  have  been 
extended  by  you  from  their  original  area  to  outlying  districts  whei*e  water  was  required.  This  policy  was 
continued  last  year.  A large  reservoir  drawing  its  supplies  from  the  well  owned  by  the  Chippenham  Urban 
Council,  has  been  constructed  at  Hardenhuish  by  the  Chippenham  Urban  Council.  By  arrangement  you 
have  been  enabled  to  supply  water  from  the  reservoir  to  parts  of  Hardenhuish  parish  and  Chippenham 
Without.  There  is  a demand  for  water  in  Kington  Langley  and  Kington  St.  Michael,  and  both  these  dis- 
tricts could  easily  obtain  their  supply  from  this  source.  A committee  of  your  Board  investigated  the 
question  of  supplying  Kington  Langley  from  the  Hardenhuish  i*eservoir,  the  matter  was  seriously  taken 
up,  and  is  now  being  considered  by  the  whole  Board  ; Mr.  Adams,  Surveyor  to  the  Urban  District  Council 
is  preparing  an  estimate  of  the  cost.  The  water  main  at  Lowden  Avenue  has  been  exended  100  yards. 

Burton.  The  water  supply  of  this  village  has  been  improved  by  a supply  from  a Gloucestershire 
Company. 

The  following  towns  and  villages  are  now  well  supplied  with  water Corsham,  Box,  Lacock, 
Christian  Malford,  Stanley,  Biddestone,  Chippenham  Without,  parts  of  Hardenhuish,  Burton,  and  parts  of 
Langley  Burrell.  These  supplies  are  from  either  public  or  private  mains,  in  Corsham  there  is  a Water 
Company. 

Illilk  Supply.  Its  character  and  wholesomeness  : conditions  of  dairies  and  milkshops  ; what  is  done  in 
regard  to  tuberculous  milk.  There  are  17  retailers  of  milk  registered,  the  premises  of  all  has  been  inspected 
by  me.  In  all  cases  the  whole  of  the  milk  was  produced  in  England,  aud  was  good  in  quality  and  care- 
fully treated  before  sale.  The  population  of  the  districts  only  permit  of  a limited  business  being  carried 
on.  I found  the  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  for  the  most  part  in  good  order  and  clean.  Besides  the 
milk  which  is  retailed  in  your  district,  which  has  always  engaged  my  special  attention.  The  milk  indus- 
try is  the  most  important  industry  in  this  neighbourhood  ; for  many  years  past  we  have  had  the  Nestle 
and  Anglo  Swiss  Milk  Company,  dealing  with  a very  large  quantity  of  milk  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
they  employ  their  own  inspector  who  visits  the  farms  supplying  them  with  milk. 


Within  the  last  few  months  a new  Company  “ The  Wiltshire  Farmers  u has  been  established,  they 
also  deal  with  a considerable  quantity  of  milk,  some  of  which  they  send  to  London  for  retail  purposes,  the 
remainder  is  manufactured  into  eheese  j upon  inspection  I found  both  establishments  in  goodi  order,  both 
were  supplied  with  Town  Water. 

It  is  my  intention  during  the  nes£t  year  to  get  as  many  of  the  dairymen,  selling  milk,  as  possible 
registered,  and  a record  kept  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  used  for  cleansing  vessels,  the  rules  for  milkers, 
and  the  general  management  of  the  dairies.  The  Council  have  not  caused  any  dairy  cows  to  be  examined 
by  a Veterinary  Surgeon,  one  dairyman  had  his  cows  examined  by  Mr.  Williams,  M.R.C.V.S.,  two  were 
Condemned,  and  these  were,  I believe,  sold  in  the  market. 


Other  foods*  What  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act ; what  is  the 
condition  of  the  premises  where  food  is  stored  : conditions  of  slaughter-houses. 

There  are  important  butchers’  shops  in  Corsham,  Box  and  Lacock,  where  an  extensive  business  is 
carried  on.  There  are  smaller  establishments  in  the  villages.  All  are  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  myself,  and  were  for  the  most  part  found  to  be  well  kept,  clean,  and  in  good  order.  No  carcase  has 
been  condemned  during  the  past  year  in  consequence  of  tuberculosis.  In  conjunction  with  the  police, 
your  officers  take  all  possible  care  to  prevent  the  sale  of  unwholesome  meat.  I frequently  examine  the 
contents  of  carts  hawking  meat  and  fish  in  the  outlying  portions  of  your  districts.  No  action  has  been 
taken  or  needed  under  section  1L7  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

No  action  has  been  taken  or  needed  under  the  Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act. 


Sewerage  and  Drainaget  Conditions  of  sewers  and  house  drains : methods  of  sewage  disposal. 
Chippenham  Without,  Corsham,  Box,  Lacock,  Kington  St.  Michael,  and  Castle  Combe,  have  systems  of 
sewerage  of  importance.  In  the  district  of  Chippenham  Without,  the  system  is  new,  up-to-date,  and  giv- 
ing a satisfactory  effluent.  In  Corsham  two  systems  are  worked  , one  has  been  in  use  for  some  years. 
The  second  is  a smaller  system  J it  is  of  recent  construction,  working  well  and  giving  a good  effluent.  In 
Lacock,  Kington  St.  Michael,  and  Castle  Combe,  the  village  drains  are  in  good  working  order.  During 
the  year  improvements  have  been  made  at  the  South  Bank  Corsham  Sewerage  Farm,  it  is  now  working 
well.  The  main  on  the  Pound  Pill  Corsham  Sewerage  Works  was  also  repaired.  In  Priory  Lane,  Cor- 
sham, 140  yards  of  6 in.  sewer  with  three  inspection  chambers  have  been  constructed.  Some  work  has 
also  been  done  at  the  Box  Sewerage  outfall.  At  Lacock  the  condition  of  the  drains  was  inquired  into,  in 
company  with  your  Inspector,  I met  some  members  of  the  Parish  Council  there.  A scheme  estimated  to 
cost  £44  has  been  considered  and  in  part  carried  out.  62  yards  of  special  9 in.  sewer  with  man-holes,  with  a 
View  to  improving  existing  catch  pits  have  been  constructed,  2 street  gullies  have  been  trapped.  In 
Chippenham  Without  district  the  outfall  carrier  drain  at  the  sewerage  works  has  been  extended  40  yards 
to  prevent  the  pollution  of  a stream  used  by  cows  to  drink  from.  At  Christian  Malford  199  yards  of  9 in. 
pipes  have  been  laid.  At  West  Kington  94  yards  of  9 in.  sewer  has  been  laid.  At  Yatton  Keynell 
10  yards  of  9 in.  eewef  has  been  laid,  a ventilator  has  been  erected  and  7 road  gullies  trapped.  Kington 
St.  Michael,  12  yards  of  6 in.  sewer  laid.  Sutton  Benger,  15  yards  of  6 in.  sewer  laid,  an  inspection 
chamber  has  been  put  in. 

Pollution  of  Rivers.  There  are  no  streams  or  rivers  seriously  polluted  in  the  district. 

Sxorement  Disposal  and  Scavenging.  Part  of  Hardenhuish,  Langley  Burrell,  and  Corsham 
have  their  house  refuse  moved  under  a contract,  in  all  about  485  houses  are  dealt  with,  about  600  loads  of 
refuse  are  removed  annually. 

Tluisanoes.  Over  600  cases  were  inquired  into,  in  no  case  were  proceedings  taken,  there  are  now 
no  outstanding  notices.  There  are  no  common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district,  only  one  offensive  trade  ; 
further  bye-laws  are  not  required. 


Schools.  Their  sanitary  condition : water  supply  : action  taken  in  regard  to  scholars : 
The  Public  Elementary  Schools  were  inspected  by  me,  most  of  them  have  a sufficient  water  supply.  If 
there  has  been  any  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  among  the  scholars  of  any  school,  the  school 
buildings  are  thoroughly  disinfected  before  the  school  re-opens.  The  Medical  Inspection  of  school  chil- 
dren is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Educational  Authority. 


Infectious  Disease.  In  your  district  upon  the  receipt  of  a notification  of  a case  of  Scarlatina, 
Diphtheria,  or  Typhoid  Fever,  if  the  friends  of  the  patient  are  willing,  the  case  is  removed  in  an  ambu- 
lance in  charge  of  a nurse  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment  ; the  house  or  room  recently  occupied 
by  the  patient  is  disinfected  as  soon  as  possible  by  your  Inspector.  In  common  with  many  other  author- 
ities we  have  had  a considerable  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  to  deal  with.  In  most  instances  the 
patient  contracted  the  malady  by  personal  contact  with  persons  suffering  from  the  disease.  It  is  impos- 
sible very  often  to  find  the  first  case  when  investigating  the  origin  of  an  outbreak.  There  is  however 
generally  a history  of  sore  throat  among  friends  or  relatives  of  the  patients. 


Jhe  Isolation  Hospital.  This  Hospital  was  in  use  most  months  of  the  year.  During  the  time 
it  was  closed,  the  interval  was  utilized  for  a general  clean  up,  thorough  disinfection  and.  the  carrying  out 
of  some  necessary  repairs,  including  the  addition  of  a new  “ Boltons  Earthenware  Bath.  It  has  been 
proposed  to  paint  the  iuside  of  the  ambulance  and  varnish  the  whole  of  it.  Last  year  I reported  to  the 
Joint  Committee  that  the  wards  for  the  treatment  of  Diphtheria  were  not  at  all  times  sufficiently  large 
for  the  number  of  patients  seeking  admission,  and  steps  are  now  been  taken  to  improve  and  increase  the 
accommodation.  26  patients  have  been  admitted  during  the  year,  and  of  these  8 came  from  the  Urban 
district,  viz  2 cases  of  Scarlatina  and  6 of  Diphtheria;  whilst  18  cases  came  from  the  Rural  district, 
viz  : — Scarlatina  4 and  Diphtheria  14.  Nurse  Warren  is  still  acting  as  Matron,  she  continues  to  enjoy 
the  entire  confidence  of  those  working  for  and  with  her.  I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  ol  thanking  a 
those  who  kindly  sent  toys,  books,  illustrated  papers  and  children  s clothes  to  the  Hospital,  also  the  Wilt- 
shire Ladies’  Guild  of  Needlework.  All  are  much  appreciated,  children  s clothes  are  most  useful.  Ihe 
Matron  is  often  sadly  perplexed  to  find  warm  garments  for  the  little  ones  when  they  are  about  to  leave 
the  warm  Wards  for  their  draughty  cottage  home. 


Tubercular  Diseases.  There  were  17  deaths  registered  from  Phthisis,  2 from  other  forms  of 
tubercular  disease,  10  cases  were  notified  voluntarily.  These  cases  occurred  in  all  parts  of  the  districts. 
The  advantage  of  fresh  air  and  open  windows  in  treating  cases  of  tubercle  is  being  more  widely  appreci- 
ated and  understood  the  general  public  ; we  have  no  provision  or  hospital  accommodation  for  treating 
tuberculosis  in  the  district  The  Winsley  Sanatorium  however  receives  Wiltshire  cases  upon  payment, 
private  generosity  has  also  placed  a hut  at  my  disposal  when  it  is  required  for  a suitable  case.  In  all 
cases,  as  far  as  I know,  the  infectious  nature  of  the  disease  was  pointed  out  to  the  relation  of  the  patient 
and  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  infection  pointed  out  to  them. 

1 neidenee  of  Disease.  Diphtheria.  This  disease  was  present  within  your  district  from  Jan.  4th 
till  Oct.  1st,  it  was  not  confined  to  one  portion  of  the  district,  nor  was  it  in  an  acute  form  ; it  often  seemed 
to  spread  from  the  infection  of  a mild  unrecognised  case,  in  three  instances  this  infection  took  place  out 
of  this  district.  In  all  36  cases  were  notified,  with  6 deaths.  An  inquest  was  held  on  one  child  as  no 
doctor  was  called  till  after  the  child  was  dead,  four  other  cases  were  notified  afterwards  from  the  same 
neighbourhood,  upon  my  advice  one  of  these  cases  was  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  others 
declined  to  use  the  Hospital.  Two  cases  were  discovered  in  travelling  vans,  both  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  they  had  contracted  the  disease  at  Swindon. 

Scarlet  fever.  8 cases  were  notified  ; there  was  no  death  ; 2 cases  occurred  at  Box,  4 at  Cor- 
sham,  1 at  Langley  Burrell,  1 at  West  Kington.  It  was  not  possible  accurately  to  trace  the  source  of 
infection,  in  one  case  there  appeared  to  be  some  reason  for  supposing  that  the  child  was  infected  while 
on  a trip  to  the  seaside  for  a day.  In  another  instance  the  mother  thought  the  child  contracted  the  dis- 
ease in  the  out-patient  room  of  a general  hospital.  The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  not  been 
adopted,  nor  has  the  Midwives  Act  called  for  any  duties  on  my  part.  The  infant  rate  of  mortality  is  not 
abnormally  high.  There  has  not  been  any  labour  imported  into  the  district,  but  travelling  gipsies  and 
showmen  are  often  a source  of  much  trouble  and  some  danger,  they  encamp  in  a field  where  there  is  no 
drainage  or  water  supply,  last  year  they  brought  infectious  disease  into  our  Town. 

Inspection  of  District.  In  company  with  your  Inspector,  Mr.  Balchin,  a systematic  inspection 
has  been  made  of  most  parts  of  the  district,  where  necessary  the  houses  have  been  visited  house  to  house. 
The  schools  have  been  visited,  also  the  sewerage  outfalls.  Some  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered 
and  were  dealt  with,  also  many  nuisances  arising  from  pig  keeping,  and  the  keeping  of  fowls  ; in  many 
other  case®  I found  the  cottage  drains  defective,  as  a result  of  the  existence  of  these  conditions  the  wells 
get  fouled  and  the  soil  around  them  saturated  with  sewerage,  so  that  pumping  them  out  does  no  good  and 
an  expensive  water  supply  is  called  for.  No  defective  drains,  heaps  of  manure,  or  pigsty  should  be  per- 
mitted near  a well ; as  a result  of  our  inspection  a large  number  of  nuisances  were  discovered  and  dealt 
with,  also  the  sewerage  improvements  which  I have  enumerated  before  were  brought  before  you  and 
carried  out. 

factories  and  Workshops . An  inspection  has  been  made  of  all  Factories  and  Workshops,  which 
were  found  to  be  in  good  order.  A report  of  these  has  been  sent  to  the  Home  Office. 

Attendance.  Owing  to  illness  I was  unable  to  attend  all  your  Board  Meetings,  you  kindly 
appointed  my  son,  Mr.  J.  R.  Briscoe,  M.B.,  Cambridge,  as  my  deputy,  who  attended  for  me,  and  also 
made  some  of  the  inspections  where  a good  deal  of  walking  was  necessary. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  T.  BRISCOE,  M.D.,  B.A. 


January  27th,  1911. 


